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THE COMMITTEES, THE CHURCH BLESSING, THE GODS

AND STUPIDITY

Since August 2005, when I had my first lunch with Mehmet Ali Talat, I have been proposing the commencement of face to face talks between the Cypriot President and the Turkish Cypriot leader. In a series of articles I put forward details in regard to both the procedure and the substance of such talks.

On the 8th July 2006 President Papadopoulos unfortunately introduced the process of Working Groups and Technical Committees. This process has failed to yield any results. Neither the Cyprus problem nor any other international issue can be resolved through talks in which the leaders themselves do not participate, but instead a number of over one hundred officials and technocrats, unrelated to each other, partake. The effective coordination of such a large crowd of participants and decision making on cardinal issues is not possible. After all, neither Makarios nor Kyprianou, Vassiliou or Clerides ever resorted to such a methodology. 
Demetris Christofias felt initially obliged to adopt the above ineffective legacy of Papadopoulos. Now, after a significant delay, Christofias and Talat are apparently in the process of ridding themselves of this obstacle. This development is quite satisfactory. And I congratulate in particular Demetris, because he opted to act in the interests of his country, even if by so doing he displeased his “political allies”.

I addressed this issue many times since July 2006. In particular, in an article of mine of the 26th March 2008 I wrote:

“The Cyprus problem is not a question of “Committees” or “Groups”. It is a question of an Agreement by the Leaders on cardinal issues and of approval of such an Agreement by the people. The details, which may be handled by “Committees” and “Working Groups” may be assigned in parallel to such Committees or Groups under the guidance of the Leaders. I fear that we may have placed the cart in front of the horses and that the horses may be unable to kick-off ”.

Some Cypriot politicians give the impression that they are trying in all possible ways to make sure that there will be no solution to the Cyprus problem. They contrive machinations and they fabricate ways to place the problem in a limbo.

Their basic argument: “Turkey does not want a solution. Turkey will not respect any agreement”. Despite the fact that Turkey’s demeanour on Cyprus has often been impermissible and provocative, I do not agree with such an assessment. Turkey has a number of reasons to favour a Cyprus solution, her European ambitions being the main consideration.

But even if there is some truth in their assessment, more specifically in view of what is happening these days in Ankara, what do these politicians really propose? Shall we abandon all efforts? Shall we adopt a fatalistic attitude and let partition be solidified? Shall we let the Turkish settlers exceed the one million mark? Shall we be resorting again and again to the international community, which is really fed up with us? Shall we start preparations for war? Shall we keep on alleging that we seek a solution based on Security Council resolutions, whilst we have ignored and rejected many U.N resolutions, such as Security Council resolution 1475 which gives full backing to the Annan Plan?

We recently revelled and we had a church blessing because after a criminal negligence of five years, we were obliged to transport water from Greece at a cost of 40-50 million Euros, which is approximately seven times higher than the cost of desalination. I believe that, based on the same rationale, we can also start rejoicing and have a second church blessing on the occasion of the commencement of the operation of the new unit of the Electricity Authority, which (as a result of another crime of the past five years) will run on diesel instead of natural gas, at an extra cost of hundreds of millions of Euros. When I was the competent Minister we made in 2002 a comprehensive plan for natural gas to be in Cyprus by the end of 2007. Our plan was abandoned by the Papadopoulos Government.

Finally, why should we not come out full of joy and have a third church blessing for the “face to face” talks which may start in September, after a delay of many years, mainly due to Tassos Papadopoulos? These talks will commence:

• after we were inundated with tens of thousands of additional Turkish settlers (who will not depart easily).

• after the construction of thousands of new buildings on Greek Cypriot properties in the north (which cannot be demolished).

• after the introduction of the “virgin birth”  (which did not exist in the past).

• after the crisis in Ankara, which may have negative effects on the talks.

• after serious doubts regarding the return of territories, which would have been returned under the Annan Plan. Morphou Mayor Mahmut Ozcinar stated very emphatically to “Dialogue” newspaper on 4/7/08 that the residents of Morphou do not accept anymore the return of Morphou to the Greek Cypriots. In the summer of 1981 I worked very hard for the city of Morphou and we convinced at that time Hugo Gobbi to include Morphou on the Greek side on the first U.N. map on Cyprus.

So, on the basis of the festivities for the water and in the wake of the natural gas debacle, let us celebrate for the delayed talks as well, even if such a delay may have rendered the solution of our problem impossible. After all, our predicament is to celebrate when we should cry!

Great dramatist Johann Schiller wrote: “Against stupidity the Gods themselves             fight in vain”. Was he wrong?
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